September 1899 in Columbus, Ohio, and died in that city on 31 January 1991. It will surprise some people to learn that Milt Trautman was an ornithologist, for in some scientific circles he is remembered as an ichthyologist, whose 
turus trautmani). His classic The Fishes of Ohio
Later, he had a wife to help. His friends used to joke that he did his best work on fishes when he was supposed to be working on birds, and his best work on birds when he was supposed to be working on fishes. While at the University of Michigan, he lived in a cabin on Whitmore Lake, north of Ann Arbor. Of course, he fished the lake diligently and came up with a detailed publication of a five-year study of the relation between predator and prey species.
When we try to account for Milt Trautman's accomplishments in spite of handicaps, and especially his earning an honored place among his academic colleagues without educational credentials, we think first of his driving enthusiasm. He threw himself into every subject with total dedication. He radiated zest for his work.
Every friend will recall his voice rising an octave in pitch as he discoursed on the topic of the moment. He had a theory to explain every mystery.
His enthusiasm provided the fuel for his dogged persistence. In pursuit of his goals, he was tireless. Although slight of stature, he was wiry and relentless in the field, tramping the woods by day and seining the waters by night, while younger companions marveled. His journal, begun in childhood, contained, some say, 30,000 pages, and it now reposes in the Ohio State University Special Collections.
Milt's attention to detail was phenomenal. He carefully recorded facts other people dismissed as unimportant, as indeed many of them were. He noted how many dots he used in stippling 
